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SUB J : WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL ATTACK; NYT CITES 
PRECEDENT 

1 . FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN JUNE 29 EDITION OF 
WASHINGTON POST ENTITLED "SPIRAL OF SHIN-KICKING": 

2. " WE ARE ANGERED AS JOURNALISTS AND TROUBLED AS CITI- 
ZENS BY THE SOVIET UNION S APPARENTLY UNPRECEDENTED DECISION 
TO BRING CIVIL SLANDER CHARGES AGAINST TWO AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENTS IN MOSCOW - FOR REPORTING THEY HAD BEEN 
TOLD THAT A DISSIDENT'S TELEVISED 'CONFESSION' TO A 

CHARGE OF ANTI-SOVIET AGITATION HAD BEEN FALSIFIED. IT IS 
AN ESCALATION IN KIND OF THE "NORMAL" INTIMIDATION PRAC- 
TICED ON THE FOREIGN PRESS. IT REPRESENTS AN EVIDENT 
EFFORT AT CENSORSHIP. IT IS A PLAIN VIOLATION OF THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S HELSINKI PLEDGE TO PERMIT JOURNALISTS 
TO DO THEIR PROFESSIONAL WORK. FURTHER. IT SUBSTANTIALLY 
ADDS TO THE QUEASINESS MANY PEOPLE FEEL OVER MOSCOW'S 
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HOSTING OF THE 1980 OLYMPICS. JUST WHAT CONTROLS DO THE 
RUSSIANS PLAN TO IMPOSE ON THE OLYMPIC PRESS? 

3. "THAT IS, UNFORTUNATELY, NOT ALL. WHEN THE UNITED 
STATES LAST MONTH ARRESTED AND HELD ON HIGH BAIL TWO 
SOVIET SPY SUSPECTS (RATHER THAN SIMPLY EXPELLING THEM IN 
THE USUAL MANNER), THE KREMLIN TERSELY STATED THAT 'TWO CAN 
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PLAY AT THAT GAME' AND LOCKED UP AN AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN 
IN MOSCOW. QUIET DIPLOMACY HAS SINCE GOTTEN ALL THREE OF 
THESE MEN OUT OF JAIL, PERHAPS AS PRELUDE TO A SWAP THAT, 
HOWEVER DISTASTEFUL FROM A LEGAL STANDPOINT, HAS A CERTAIN 
POLITICAL RATIONALE. JUST AS AMERICAN OFFICIALS WERE 
HOPING THAT THIS UPWARD SPIRAL OF SHIN-KICKING HAD BEEN 
HALTED, HOWEVER, THE SUITS WERE FILED AGAINST THE CORRES- 
PONDENTS OF THE BALTIMORE SUN AND THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
BETWEEN THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE SUITS ON TUESDAY AND THE 
ACTUAL BRINGING OF THEM WEDNESDAY, SECRETARY OF STATE 
CYRUS VANCE RAISED THE MATTER WITH THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR. 
THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT NONETHELESS CHOSE TO PROCEED. 

4. "PROTESTS ARE IMPORTANT BUT, WE FEAR, INADEQUATE. 

TIMELY RECIPROCAL ACTION TO PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
AMERICAN NEWS-GATHERING PROCESS IN MOSCOW IS CALLED FOR. 
THERE SHOULD BE NO ACTION TAKEN AGAINST SOVIET CORRES- 
PONDENTS FOR WHAT THEY WRITE: THAT IS NOT THE AMERICAN WAY 
AND, ANYWAY, THE AMERICAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM DOES NOT LEND 
ITSELF TO THE SOVIET SORT OF POLITICAL MANIPULATION. BUT 
RETALIATORY ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN TO RESTRICT THE ABILITY 
OF SOVIET JOURNALISTS IN WASHINGTON TO DO THEIR PROFES- 
SIONAL WORK. FOR JOURNALISTIC AND OTHER REASONS, MOSCOW 
VALUES THE LICENSE TO RUB SHOULDERS AND ROAM THAT ITS 
CORRESPONDENTS ENJOY AMPLY HERE. WHILE THE SPECTER OF 
JUDICIAL INTIMIDATION HOVERS OVER AMERICAN JOURNALISTS 
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IN THE SOVIET UNION, THE LICENSE FOR SOVIET PRESS REP- 
RESENTATIVES IN AMERICA SHOULD BE ABRIDGED." 

5. NYT JUNE 9 CARRIED STORY BY TOM GOLDSTEIN CONCERNING 
REACTION OF US NEWSPAPER EXECUTIVES AND EXPERTS ON SOVIET 
LAW TO LIBEL CHARGE BROUGHT AGAINST TWO AMERICAN REPORTERS 
IN MOSCOW. STORY CITES STATEMENT BY PROFESSOR DERSHOWITZ 
OF HARVARD AS FOLLOWS: 

6. "ALAN M. DERSHOWITZ, A PROFESSOR AT HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, 
SAID THERE WERE PRECEDENTS IN SOVIET LAW SUGGESTING THAT 
LAWSUITS LIKE THE ONE BROUGHT YESTERDAY AGAINST CRAIG 

R. WHITNEY OF THE TIMES AND HAROLD D. PIPER OF THE BALTI- 
MORE SUN SHOULD BE DISMISSED. 

7. "MR. DERSHOWITZ WAS ONE OF SEVERAL LAWYERS TO POINT TO 
A DECISION EARLIER THIS YEAR IN FEDERAL COURT IN MANHATTAN 
IN WHICH JUDGE CHARLES H. TENNEY RULED THAT HIS COURT HAD 
NO JURISDICTION IN A LIBEL ACTION BROUGHT AGAINST TWO 
SOVIET PRESS AGENCIES, TASS AND NOVOSTI. 

8. "THAT DECISION HAS NO PRECEDENTIAL VALUE IN THE SOVIET 
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UNION, BUT MAY HAVE DIPLOMATIC CONSEQUENCES, ACCORDING 
TO SEVERAL LAWYERS.” VANCE 
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